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The Decrease of Heavy Oil Taste in the
clams TYOUSEN HAMAGURI Meretriz lamarchi
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On March 23 in 1987, the Korean fishing boat(38 G.T.} 'Dai 7 Hunjin Gou' ran ashore
at Hasunuma on the Kujukuri coast in Chiba Prefecture, Heavy oil which spilled from the
ship contaminated the clam TYOUSEN HAMAGURI Mereivix lamarcki in an area

extending over 8 km of seashore. Even though shell-fishing cpened on April 1, these

shell-fish could not be harvested until May, because of decreased prices due to the

oily taste.

In taste tests conducted by panels of 4 or more ﬁembers, Response Ratios(%)
calculated by the following method were : 78.1% on April 1, anﬂ decreased to 23.6%
on April 7, to 12.5% on April 13, to 7.1% on April 20, and to 1.22% on April 28.
Initially, the Response Ratio decreased rapidly, but the rate(%) of the decrease of

the Response Ratio was roughly constant through the testing period.
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